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1) Jesus predicted persecution of Christianity by Jews. Luke 21:12
a) This prophecy partially fulfilled by Saul, later named Paul. Acts 22:4-8

b) The conversion & baptism of Saul. Acts 22:9-16
2) Baptism a sign of a new start in Jesus

a) Originated with John the Baptist. Matthew 3:5, 6
b) Jesus baptized by John & begins His ministry. Matthew 3:14-17; Acts 10:38
c) Altho Jesus did not baptize, He commanded His followers to do so. John 4:1, 2; Matthew 28:19, 20; Ephesians 4:5
d) The only detailed Bible account of baptism after the cross. Acts 8:30-31
i) The conversion & baptism of the Ethiopian court official a fulfillment of Bible prophecy regarding Africa’s role in preserving the Sabbath. Psalm 68:31; Zephaniah 3:10
ii) “In lands beyond the jurisdiction of Rome there existed for many centuries bodies of Christians who remained almost wholly free from papal corruption.  They were surrounded by heathenism and in the lapse of ages were affected by its errors; but they continued to regard the Bible as the only rule of faith and adhered to many of its truths. These Christians believed in the perpetuity of the law of God and observed the Sabbath of the fourth commandment. Churches that held to this faith and practice existed in Central Africa and among the Armenians of Asia.” (The Great Controversy p.63).

3) Is baptism necessary?  Yes!  Mark 16:16
a) 3 steps in preparing for baptism

i) Being taught.  Matthew 28:20
ii) Realizing and expressing belief. Acts 8:38
iii) Realizing and expressing confession and repentance. Acts 3:19
b) If you have covered these 3 steps, why wait?  Acts 22:16
c) Baptism a sign of a person’s acceptance of Christ, and the beginning of a new life in Christ. John 3:3-5 ; Matthew 3:17; Galatians 3:27
4) Many Sunday keeping Christians keep Sunday in honor of Christ’s resurrection, but Sunday keeping does not memorialize Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, baptism does!  If we follow Jesus we must keep the same day He kept, Saturday. Romans 6:3,4; Luke 4:16.
5) Why so many methods of baptism when the Bible says there is one baptism?  Ephesians 4:5
a) Is baptism for infants? Or for those who can believe & make a commitment? Mark 16:16

b) We must look to Jesus for an example.  Matthew 3:16-17
c) The Greek word “baptize” = to dip, immerse.  

d) This method illustrates Christ’s death, burial, resurrection

e) The conversion of the Philippian  jailer & his family.  Matthew 3:16-17
6) What is God’s appeal to His true followers?  Come out of her, my people.  Rev. 18:4
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